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SUNDAYS

WELCOME TO OUR INCLUSIVE, CHURCH FAMILY

8.00 am Holy Eucharist

St Michael & All Angels is a church where people are called to come together to
explore the mystery of God's love. All of us, without exception, are called by God.
A special welcome to all visitors and newcomers. May God bless you this day and
every day. Please help yourself to a Welcome Pack before you leave.

10.00 am Parish Eucharist

CAROL SINGING
Dates have been arranged with Green Gates Nursing Home and the Lady Nuffield
Home for St Michael's to sing carols with the residents.
Monday 18th December Green Gates Nursing Home 6.15pm for a 6.30pm start .
Tuesday 19th December Lady Nuffield Home 7.15pm for a 7.30 pm start.

GAUDETE SUNDAY
Traditionally the 3rd Sunday of Advent, named after the antiphon which heralds
the start of the liturgy this Sunday, “Rejoice, in the Lord always; again I will say ",
Rejoice.” Advent is a time of darkness and light and today the colour purple turns
a lighter shade signifying hope.

CAROL CONCERT
Our Carol Concert will be held at 6:30 This evening.
Traditionally, we offer mulled wine and mince pies afterwards . Could you bring 6
mince pies along to the Sunday morning service to help defray the costs? Baked
or bought, all donations will be welcome. Thanks, the church wardens.

2017 CHRISTMASTIDE QUIZ
Copies are on sale now from Partnership churches at £1 a copy. Last year’s raised
£120 for charity. Asylum Welcome is this year’s charity - but what will the theme
be? The Quiz closing date is 6 January. Jenny Gerrard

Traditional Language
1st Sunday of the month:
All-Age Family Eucharist
5th Sunday of the month:
Rotation with partnership churches

6.30pm Contemplative Prayer
In the Lady Chapel

WEEKDAYS
Silent Prayer
9.00am

Morning Prayer
9.30am

Holy Eucharist
Thursdays 10.00am
1st Thursday of the month: Healing the laying on of hands and anointing.

Choir Practice
Thursdays 6.30-7.45pm
Contact Steve Allen - 07717 852020

Men’s Breakfast
1st Saturday of the month
Contact Steve Hunter - 01865 552475

For information on courses

SERVICES THIS ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

Contact Gavin - 01865 556079

December 17th, 6.30pm—Candlelit Lessons & Carols at St Michael’s
December 24th, 8am & 10am Eucharists, 4pm Crib service, 11.30pm
Midnight Mass.

December 25th, 8am & 10am Eucharists.
Please see the Partnership Christmas Card with a full listing of church services this
Advent and Christmas. Please help to publicise these events. Take some flyers to
post in your road. Keep the rumour of Christ alive this Christmas.

FOR CHILDREN




THE GATEHOUSE & STEPPIN’ STONES CONTRIBUTIONS
The boxes for these two local charities are far from full. You are encouraged to use
this penitential season of Advent to give and share, particularly to those with little
or nothing. Thank you!

THE THRESHOLD WILL BE COMPLETED IN FEBRUARY 2018!
We need to get ready, we need to be prepared. As we plan for the future please
continue to pray. See the photo montages showing the progress made.
PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE & VISIT OUR
TRAIDCRAFT STALL AFTER THE 10AM SERVICE

‘Children’s Church’ on Sunday
meets in the vestry during
10.00am Parish Eucharist (term time only)

Godly Play
every 4th Sunday
at 10am with a crèche provided

St Michael’s Choristers Age 3+
practise Thursdays in church
in term-time at 5.30 pm and sing on the
1st Sunday of the month
Contact Alice - 07791 328108

Baby & Toddler Group
Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Play for children and chat for carers
Contact Juliet - 01865 552640

ADVENT 3 - GAUDETE SUNDAY
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say ", Rejoice.
The Lord is near. (Philippians 4:4-5)

COLLECT
O Lord Jesus Christ,
who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of
the just,
that at your second coming to judge the world
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight;
for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 61: 1-4,8-11
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
For I the Lord love justice,
I hate robbery and wrongdoing;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
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and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO
John 1: 6-8,19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light.
This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He
confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the
Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’
He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered,
‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an
answer for those who sent us. What do you say about
yourself?’ He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him,
‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts;
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit
that when your Christ comes again
we may shine as lights before his face;
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.

Next Week: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Readings: Romans 16: 25-27 / Luke 1: 26-38
8am - Celebrant & Preacher: Gavin Knight
10am - Celebrant & Preacher: Gavin Knight

