www.stmichaels-summertown.org.uk

St Michael & All Angels Church

yourparish

serving Summertown and Cutteslowe

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - 18TH DECEMBER 2016

WHY I LIKE ST MICHAEL’S

Welcome to our inclusive, growing church family

Some recent comments from those in the know!

Vicar - The Revd Gavin Knight 01865 556079 / 07833 251939
email. vicar@stmichaels-summertown.org.uk (day off on Saturday)
Assistant curate - The Revd Samantha Stayte 01865 557449
email. curate@stmichaels-summertown.org.uk (day off on Friday)
Parish Manager - Steve Allen | tel. 01865 311762
Parish Administrator - Leah Mattinson | tel. 07745 130956
email (for both Steve and Leah). office@stmichaels-summertown.org.uk
Church Hall bookings - bookings@stmichaels-summertown.org.uk

“… music-making of great integrity
and of a very high standard ”

Dates for your diary...
TONIGHT 6.30pm - Festival of Lessons and Carols

WANTED: MINCE PIES
After the carol service tonight, we will serve mulled wine and mince pies.
Donations of such, gratefully received. See Sarah Scheele for more details.

SUNDAYS
8.00 am Holy Eucharist
Traditional Language

10.00 am Parish Eucharist
1st Sunday of the month:
All-Age Family Eucharist
5th Sunday of the month:
Rotation with partnership churches

6.30pm Taizé Prayer

CAROL SINGING IN THE PARISH

30min worship in the Lady Chapel

Carols at the Lady Nuffield Home, corner of Banbury Rd and Beechcroft Rd on
Monday the 19th December 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. All voices welcome.
See Sue Smith for more details to support this outreach in our parish.

WEEKDAYS

DECORATION OF THE CHURCH
Helpers and Holly required to decorate the church for Christmas. Saturday 24th
December from 9.30am-1.30pm. Everyone welcome. Please see Janet Rutherford

A LITANY OF THANK YOUs
For those who cleaned the church last weekend; for those who helped with the
Christmas decorations; for those who contributed to the Steppin’ Stones and
Gatehouse appeals; and to those who wrote for the rights of innocent prisoners –
THANKYOU all very much. This is what a healthy, living church does!

SUNDAY 1ST JANUARY 2017 – THE NAMING OF JESUS
This will not be an All Age Eucharist, but we hope that children and families will be
present to welcome in the new year.

WANTED: STEWARDSHIP RECORDER - OVERSEEING OUR GIVING

Morning Prayer
9.30am (for 25min)

Holy Eucharist
Thursdays 10.00am
1st Thursday of the month: Healing the laying on of hands and anointing.

Adult Choir Practice
Thursdays 6.30-7.45pm
Contact Stephen - 07717 852020

Men’s Breakfast
1st Saturday of the month
Contact Steve - 01865 552475

Keeping Faith
Through the Seasons

This key role involves the planning of stewardship campaigns with Gavin and the
PCC. It undertakes to raise awareness throughout the year about the importance
of Christian giving through the weekly envelope scheme, standing orders and
through legacies. More information available from Gavin.

Contact Samantha - 01865 557449

WANTED: CARETAKER & CLEANER FOR SUMMERTOWN CHURCH HALLS

‘Children’s Church’ on Sunday

This is a paid, part-time post which would suit a local person, perhaps recently
retired who would like to keep busy and help facilitate St Michael & All Angels in
its care for the local community. Please refer all enquiries to the vicar, Gavin
Knight (vicar@stmichaels-summertown.org.uk; 07833 251939).

Bishop Steven will be coming to St Michaels for the Church Partnership Confirmation
Service on Sunday, 14th May 2017 at 6pm. Please inform Gavin if you would like to be
baptised or confirmed – whatever your age – at this service. We will provide
confirmation classes in the early spring of 2017. We would also like to invite children
from the age of 7 to consider preparation in order to receive the sacrament at the
Eucharist. They may wish to be confirmed at a later date.
PLEASE STAY FOR COFFEE & VISIT OUR
TRAIDCRAFT STALL AFTER THE 10AM SERVICE

FOR CHILDREN
meets in the vestry during
10.00am Parish Eucharist

Godly Play
every 4th Sunday
at 10am with a crèche provided

St Michael’s Choristers Age 3+
practise Thursdays in church
in term-time at 5.30 pm and sing on the
1st Sunday of the month
Contact Alice - 07791 328108

Baby & Toddler Group
Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Play for children and chat for carers
Contact Juliet - 01865 552640

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 18TH DECEMBER 2016
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
When God brings the first born into the world
he says, ‘Let all God's angels worship him.’
(Hebrews 7: 6)

COLLECT
God our redeemer,
who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge;
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Isaiah 52: 7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news,
who announces salvation,
who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see
the return of the Lord to Zion.
Break forth together into singing,
you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the Lord has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The Lord has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO JOHN
Chapter 1: 1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light
of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that
all might believe through him. He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept
him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of
the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth.

CHOIR ANTHEM
Ave Maris Stella (Grieg)

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Readings & Prayers from the The Revised Common Lectionary.
Biblical texts taken from the New Revised Standard Version.

Next week
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
Readings: Isaiah 9: 2-7 / Luke 2: 1-14[15-20]
8am President: Rodney Hill
10am President: Samantha Stayte / 10am Preacher: Gavin Knight

