The Reverend Gavin Knight – a profile

Vicar of St Michael and All Angels, Summertown, Oxford
Gavin was born and raised on the Hampshire-Surrey border. His early years were devoted to sport (later years devoted to sport too!). He left college and worked for Saatchi and Saatchi Advertising, an all-round marketing experience which he still applies today. He gave this up to study golf and play Theology at St Andrew’s University for four glorious years. He became a trustee for Sue Ryder Care after working for Lady Ryder as a volunteer. After a hard battle with God not to become ordained, he eventually lost the fight! He went to Cuddesdon for theological training and then the Birmingham Diocese for his curacy. His first incumbency took him to London, specifically Fulham, where his first child was born. The family moved to Monmouth six years ago where Gavin became school chaplain. During his time there he has taught RE to A level and coached sport including rugby, football, cricket and tennis.

“I am very much looking forward to meeting the whole community in Summertown. Both Jo and I want to encourage a welcoming approach in all that we do. I feel that there is plenty of potential for growth in the church, both spiritually and numerically for all ages, interests, shapes and sizes. Summertown offers a great deal for a young family that is excited about becoming anchored in parochial ministry and the rhythm of the liturgical year. If you want to know ‘where I come from’ in terms of theology you might want to look at www.mindandspirit.org.uk or indeed invest in a super read or two like Disturbed by Mind & Spirit: Mental Health and Healing in Parish Ministry or Called by Mind & Spirit: Crossing the Borderlands of Childhood, both co-authored with Jo, published by Continuum and mega cheap on Amazon! Plug over…

Jo is a clinical (child) psychologist and was born and raised in Solihull where we met and married 11 years ago. Jo currently helps run the charity TASCS in Monmouth which offers training to professionals and carers about autism spectrum conditions. She has previously worked in the NHS in Warwickshire and London and is keen to return to the NHS in time. Our three children are also very excited by the prospect of the move, particularly now we have managed to convince them we shall be bringing our furniture and their toys with us!
